
By Jessica Reznicek & Ruby Montoya

On July 24, 2017, Des Moines Catholic Workers Jessica 
Reznicek and Ruby Montoya held a press conference at the 
Iowa Utilities Board, claiming responsibility for several acts of 
sabotage against the Dakota Access Pipeline occurring over the 
past year. The morning of August 11, the FBI conducted a raid 
of the Des Moines Catholic Worker’s Berrigan House, where 
Jessica and Ruby live, to search for evidence. Around 30 FBI 
agents and officers from the Des Moines Police Department 
arrived with a search warrant early that morning, guns drawn, 
closing down the streets and alleys adjacent to Berrigan House 
before entering to conduct their search.

Since that time, Jessica and Ruby have given numerous 
media interviews and have been traveling around the country 
to discuss the pipeline and their actions against it. They have 
also been working on their legal defense, with the help of Bill 
Quigley, Glen Downey, and several non-profit legal organiza-
tions who have generously donated their time. What follows is 
the statement they gave at the Iowa Utilities Board on July 24.

The Dakota Access Pipeline is an issue that affects this 
entire nation and the people that are subject to its rule. With 
DAPL we have seen incredible issues regarding the rule of 
law, indigenous sovereignty, land seizures, state sanctioned 
brutality, as well as corporate protections and pardons for 
their wrongdoings. To all those that continue to be subjected 
to the government’s injustices, we humbly stand with you, 
and we ask now that you stand with us.

Federal courts gave corporations permission to lie and 
withhold information from the public resulting in a complete 
media blackout. So, after recently being called by The Inter-
cept, an independent media outlet, regarding illegal surveil-
lance by the Dakota Access Pipeline and their goons, we 
viewed this as an opportunity to encourage public discourse 
surrounding nonviolent direct action as well as exposing the 
inadequacies of the government and the corporations they 
protect. 

After having explored and exhausted all avenues of 
process, including attending public commentary hearings, 

gathering signatures for valid requests for Environmental 
Impact Statements, participating in civil disobedience, hun-
ger strikes, marches and rallies, boycotts and encampments, 
we saw the clear deficiencies of our government to hear the 
people’s demands. 

Instead, the courts and public officials allowed these cor-
porations to steal permissions from landowners and brutalize 
the land, water, and people. Our conclusion is that the system 
is broken and it is up to us as a individuals to take peaceful 
action and remedy it, and this we did, out of necessity.

We acted for our children and the world that they are 
inheriting is unfit. There are over five major bodies of water 
here in Iowa, and none of them are clean because of corpora-
tions’ flagrant irresponsibility, and now another wishes to 
poison literally millions of us irreparably by putting us all at 
risk of another major catastrophe with yet another oil spill. 
DAPL has already leaked, and it will continue do so until the 
oil is shut off and the pipes are removed from the ground.

On election night 2016, we began our peaceful direct 
action campaign to a Dakota Access construction site and 
burned at least five pieces of heavy machinery in Buena Vista 
County, IA. This was information which was not shared with 
the public. We recognize that our action wasn’t much, but we 
at least stopped construction for a day at that particular site. 

We then began to research the tools necessary to pierce 
through 5/8-inch steel pipe, the material used for this pipe-
line. In March we began to apply this self-gathered informa-
tion. We began in Mahaska County, IA, using oxy-acetylene 
cutting torches to pierce through exposed, empty steel valves, 
successfully delaying completion of the pipeline for weeks. 
After the success of this peaceful action, we began to use this 
tactic up and down the pipeline, throughout Iowa (and a part 
of South Dakota), moving from valve to valve until running 
out of supplies, and continuing to stop the completion of this 
project. 

These actions of great public interest were hardly reported 
and the federal government and Energy Transfer Partners 
colluded together to lie and withhold vital information from 
the public. 

We then returned to arsonry as a tactic. Using tires and 

gasoline-soaked rags we burned multiple valve sites, their 
electrical units, as well as additional heavy equipment lo-
cated on DAPL easements throughout Iowa, further halting 
construction. 

Later, in the first week of May we attempted yet again to 
pierce a valve located in Wapallo County, IA with an oxy-
acetylene cutting torch. It was at this time we discovered oil 
was flowing through the pipe. This was beyond disheartening 
to us, as well as to the nation at large. This event was again 
hidden from the public and replaced with lies about “ditch 
depressions.”

We stand here now today as witnesses of peaceful, nonvio-
lent direct action. Our actions have been those of necessity 
and humility. We feel we have done nothing to be ashamed 
of. For some reason the courts and ruling government value 
corporate property and profit over our inherent human 
rights to clean water and land.

We are speaking publicly to empower others to act boldly, 
with purity of heart, to dismantle the infrastructures which 
deny us our rights to water, land and liberty. We as civilians 
have seen the repeated failures of the government and it is 
our duty to act with responsibility and integrity, risking our 
own liberty for the sovereignty of us all.

Some may view these actions as violent, but be not mistak-
en. We acted from our hearts and never threatened human 
life nor personal property. What we did do was fight a private 
corporation that has run rampant across our country seizing 
land and polluting our nation’s water supply. You may not 
agree with our tactics, but you can clearly see the necessity 
of them in light of the broken federal government and the 
corporations they protect.

We do not anticipate a fair trial but do expect our loved 
ones to undergo harassment from the federal government 
and the corporations they protect. We urge you to not speak 
one word to the federal government and stand firm in order 
to not be oppressed further into making false, but self-
incriminating statements. Film these interactions. There are 
resources as what to do if the federal agents appear at your 
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the deS MoineS catholic Worker coMMunity
The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, founded in 1976, is a 

response to the Gospel call to compassionate action as summarized by the 
Catholic Worker tradition.

We are committed to a simple, nonviolent lifestyle as we live and work 
among the poor. We directly serve others by opening the Dingman House 
as a drop-in center for those in need of food, clothing, toiletries, use of a 
phone, toilet, shower, or just a cup of coffee and conversation. We also 
engage in activities that advocate social justice.

becoMing a deS MoineS catholic Worker
We are open to new community members. For information about 
joining our mission, contact any community member or visit our 
website: www.dmcatholicworker.org.

Mailing addreSS 
Des Moines Catholic Worker
PO Box 4551
Des Moines IA 50305

biShop dingMan houSe  
(Drop-in Center and Business Phone)
1310 7th St.
Des Moines, IA 50314
515-243-0765
Residents: Gilbert Landolt, Paul Esker, Jake Fee

phil berrigan houSe 
713 Indiana Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50314
515-282-4781
frank.cordaro@gmail.com
Residents: Frank Cordaro, Jessica Reznicek, Ruby Montoya, Bob Cook

rachel corrie houSe
1301 8th St.
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Residents: Julie Brown, Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs, Patrick Stall, Jade 
Suganuma

chelSea Manning houSe
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Residents: Norman Searah, Ed Bloomer, Al Burney, Annie Patton 

Weekly coMMunity liturgy
Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m. Berrigan House.
All are welcome. Call to confirm.

Monthly veteranS For peace Meeting
Berrigan House. For more information,  
contact Gil Landolt at peacevet@hotmail.com 
or call 515-333-2180.

Weekly aa Meeting
Fridays, 5:00 pm, Berrigan House

the chiapaS project
Chiapas, Mexico
Richard Flamer
flamerrichard@hotmail.com

As for ourselves, we must be 
meek, bear injustice, malice, 
and rash judgment. We must 
turn the other cheek, give up 
our cloak, go a second mile.

-Dorothy Day
Visit the DMCW Web Page
http://dmcatholicworker.org

By Todd Barry, 122332 EL-40B

There is murder n mayhem 
everywhere
but I’ve installed software to 
keep it out
of my mind ... (repeat)
The pundits say the answer is in 
education,
the oxymoron being we’ve left 
so many behind

There is a cancer spreading, 
something tells
me it’s malignant n not benign,
two steps forward n one step 
back,
all the best livin’ is going on in 
the
tar-papered shacks

Rumblings of thunder, throwing 
of the dice
before you say you’re all in ... 
better check
your head twice

No time to be sitting on your 
hands as there
is a roaring fire about to sweep 
the land,
the ancient prophets cry mercy,
the pilgrims genuflect in the 
desert sand

There is a great wall arising,
on one side is freedom, on the 
other side
is no man’s land,
cripples on crutches, old gran-
nies selling
their flatware that has been 
stored in hutches,
the masses waiting for buses
but there is nowhere to go

The battle lines have been 
drawn,
hungry babies cry out from the 
army
of the children of the corn,
in a faraway ivory tower gilded 
with gold
the new leaders look down
with a combination of hubris n 
scorn

Torn n tattered, a few arise from 
the debris,
upon closer inspection this 
could be you
or me, the silhouette looks a lot 
like you
n me

Seeds have been sown for the 
hanging tree,
nature has been outlawed n 
there is
now a bounty on the honey bee

Tick-Tock

August 14, 2017: Iowa Veterans for Peace march in State Fair Vet’s Appreciation Parade. 13 Iowa Vets for Peace, Catholic Workers 
and friends marched in this year’s Vets Appreciation Parade at the Iowa State Fair. This is the 6th year in a row the IA VFP have 
marched in this parade. Literally several thousand people march in this parade as tens of thousands watch. VFP is the only anti-war 
group in the parade. 

Note from Gilbert Landolt: OMG!!! Bill Basinger was lookin’ down on us today! Good folk, thank you all a hundred-fold!! I love & 
appreciate all of you for your support, just can’t shout it loud enough! Peace & love to all for our humble effort to make this a world 
where “it’s easier to be good” (Peter Maurin).

The Des Moines Catholic Worker is in need of a newer, 
energy-efficient freezer at Dingman House. Our freezers are 
antiques and inefficient. A new freezer that meets energy ef-
ficiency standards will help us save money and aid our hos-
pitality work. If you are able to help us financially with this 
need, please write a check to Des Moines Catholic Worker 
and note “freezer” in the memo field. Thank you!

Help the DMCW Buy a New 
Freezer!
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doorstep, educate and protect yourself (see: https://ccrjus-
tice.org/sites/default/files/assets/files/CCR_If_An_Agent_
Knocks.pdf ).

It is unfortunate to have to prepare for such things, but this 
is the government that rules, which continues to look more 
and more like a Nazi, fascist Germany as each day passes. We 
salute the people. 

Details of our peaceful direct action are as follows. We 
hope this information helps inspire others to act boldly and 
peacefully, and to ease any anxieties to perceptions held that 
the state and these corporations are somehow an “omni-
scient” and “undefeatable” entity. 

After studying intuitively how fires work, and the material 
of the infrastructures which we wished to halt (metal) we 
learned that the fire had to be hot enough to melt steel – and 
we have learned typical arsonry is not allows the most effec-
tive means, but every action is a thorn in their side.

On election night, knowing that gasoline burns quickly, 
but does not sustain by itself, we added motor oil (which 
burns at a higher temperature and for longer) and rags to 
coffee canisters and placed them on the seats of the machin-
ery, piercing the coffee canisters once they were in place and 
striking several matches, anticipating that the seats would 
burn and maintain a fire long enough to make the machines 
obsolete. One canister did not light, and that is unfortunate, 
but five out of six ain’t bad. 

As we saw construction continue, we realized that pipe 
was going into the ground and that our only means to ob-
struct further corporate desecration was somehow to pierce 
through the empty steel pipes exposed at the numerous valve 
sites. We learned that a welding torch using oxygen and 
acetylene was the proper tool. We bought the equipment out-

side of our city in efforts to maintain anonymity as our goal 
was to push this corporation beyond their means to eventu-
ally abandon the project. We bought kits at Home Depot and 
the tanks at welding supply stores, like Praxair and Mathe-
sons. Having no experience with welding equipment before, 
we learned through our own volition and we were able to get 
the job down to 7 minutes. In our particular circumstances, 
we learned that scouting often hindered our ability to act in 
windows of opportunity. So, we went with our torches and 
protective gear on, and found numerous sites, feeling out the 
“vibe” of each situation, and deciding to act then and there, 
often in broad daylight. Trust your spirit, trust the signs. 

Having run out of supplies (the tanks) we decided to 
return to arsonry because every action counts. We used gaso-
line and rags along with tires (as tires burn a nice while, once 
a steady fire within them burns) to multiple DAPL sites and 
equipment.

We were able to get more supplies shortly after and re-
turned to a valve site in Wapello County to act again. It was 
then we discovered that oil was flowing through the pipeline. 
This was not reported to the public, instead a story of “ditch 
depressions” was reported to the public in Wapello County 
as the reason to why the pipeline continued to be delayed.

It is because of these lies we choose to come out publicly, 
to set the record straight, and be open about these peaceful 
and viable tactics against corporate atrocities. 

If there are any regrets, it is that we did not act enough. 
Please support and stand with us in this journey because 

we all need this pipeline stopped. 

Water is Life, oil is death. 

Jessica and Ruby need your support. Consider hosting a 
discussion at your church or community organization to hear 
their perspective firsthand. We are looking for faith-based 
peace and justice organizations to publicly support Jess and 
Ruby’s witness as being non-violent, needed and welcomed. 

If and when they are indicted and their case goes to trial, 
we will need a large presence in Des Moines during the trial. 
And we will need help making support for Jessica and Ruyb a 
national campaign. 

Jessica and Ruby’s standby counsel is federal attorney Bill 
Quigley. Any legal questions regarding their case may be di-
rected to him at quigley77@gmail.com or (504) 710-3074. 

Jessica and Ruby prefer to be contacted by mail. Please send 
all mail to the Berrigan House, 713 Indiana Ave., Des Moines, 
IA, 50314, or contact Frank at the DMCW.

More info on the Mississippi Stand web page:
http://www.mississippistand.com/statement
Donations are gratefully received via paypal –  https://www.

paypal.me/DSMberriganhouse/ – or write checks out to Ber-
rigan CW House with a note for Jess and Ruby and mail to the 
Berrigan House.

Best Interviews of Jess and Ruby:
July 31, 2017 Public Radio Interview “DAPL Pipeline Sabo-

tage – Reznicek and Montoya” KHOI Radio, Ames IA, 1 hr.
July 28, 2017 Earth First! Newswire interview with Ruby 

Montoya and Jessica Reznicek
Aug 1, 2017 “Saving the Earth is not Violent” Medium.com
July 24, 2017”Jess Reznicek and Ruby Montoya Speak Their 

Truth” Youtube, Independent Video Journalist, Rodger Routh 
July 28, 2017 “Meet the Two Catholic Workers Who Secretly 

Sabotaged the Dakota Access Pipeline to Halt Construction” 
Democracy Now

WHY WE ACTED, continued from p. 1

By Ruby Montoya

To the men whose leashes are serpents:

Bang, bang, bang,
Guns drawn
Booming voices
Nervous eyes

I comply
Nothing to hide
Calm

Guns pointed
Eyes nervous
Demands

--This is all a dream--
--Just breathe--

40 men, pretend they’re hornets
Guns ready
Their eyes are nervous

YOU ARE COMMANDED to execute
their papers read
but they’re uncomfortable
You are uncomfortable

Eyes cast down
Afraid to meet my own
You know

Shameful acts
YOU ARE COMMANDED
to shameful acts
Guns drawn
Booming voices
Eyes nervous

Please
meet my eyes
see my anger
I’m upset with you, brothers
you hurt my sister
I’m upset with you, brothers
you terrorize my uncle
I’m upset with you, brothers

You have a choice
follow orders or NO
NO I WILL NOT BE COMMANDED
to shameful acts

You have yet to act courageously 
You have yet to express bravery
You follow commands -- there’s no honor in that

Don’t Know Whether to Sing Praise or Cry

By Frank Cordaro

Today the FBI raided my house, the Phil Berrigan CW House 
in D.M.

And I don’t know whether to sing praise or cry...

Today the FBI raided my Catholic Worker House and I am so 
proud of my housemates.

Today the Phil Berrigan House in DM has done our name-
sake PROUD! “The Feds never have the last word” (Phil 
Berrigan).

Today the Feds raided my home, where I live with two of the 
bravest, noblest, warriors I have ever known.

And they are half my age, half my size and have twice my 
Spirit! (And they are girls!)

Today the FBI raided the DM Catholic Workers!

And I don’t know whether to sing praise or cry...

LEASHES
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I Plead for Iowa

By Frank Cordaro

(Aug. 19, 1977, Washington, DC: Frank Cordaro’s sentenc-
ing statement for blood spilling at the Pentagon on Aug. 9th. 
Frank got a 30-day jail sentence.)

I enter a plea for Iowa and my act of August 9 which was 
an act of civil disobedience. In theory, civil disobedience 
implies the legitimacy of the court and the law system within 
which it is practiced. At this time, I agree with this basic as-
sumption. 

In my case, it appears that I have broken a particular prop-
erty law. I acted, not because of the injustice of this law, but 
because of the injustice which lies within the very property I 
violated – the Pentagon. 

Property laws in our justice system protect all property, 
private and public, indiscriminately. In normal times, this 
seems to be for the good of a society and its individuals. 
However, these property laws break down, as any static law 
must, at their edge – their borderline cases. The Pentagon is 
just such a borderline case. 

St. Thomas Aquinas in his writing on what constitutes 
“stealing” gives as an example the case of a person who takes 
a loaf of bread because he would starve without it. Aquinas 
states that such an act does not really constitute the act of 
“stealing” since in taking the bread the starving person is 
obeying a right higher than law – the inalienable right to life. 
Using this method of reasoning, I plead for my home state of 
Iowa in my act of civil disobedience. 

I am too young to have experienced the historical events of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Therefore, I am unable to remem-
ber experientially the reality of all-out war and the dropping 
of the Atom Bomb on these two Japanese cities. However, 
such past evils are never completely erased from present 
moments. The evils of war and violence are unforgettable 
realities that are repeated in every generation. 

Yet this repetition of history’s evils is not a natural burden 
human beings and their societies MUST live with. Instead, 
it’s an outgrowth of peoples’ unlimited capacity to pretend to 
forget. This pretending to forget allows modern-day Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki to exist right under our noses without 
us, as individuals, ever claiming them for what they are. This 
pretending permits our many institutions, which profess 
to protect the individual and society from the nakedness of 
such evils, to blindly protect the uncontrolled powers and 
structures that daily implement the realities of new Hiroshi-
mas and Nagasakis. 

In my act of civil disobedience, I plead for my home state 
of Iowa. I plead for the people who come to our Catho-
lic Worker house daily because they have no housing, or 
clothing, or food. These people share our house out of their 
necessity and our privilege. These people, our friends who 
have suffered institutional violence of every kind, are broken 
persons living unprotected and naked to their own violence. 

I plead for my home state, whose people, in a few short 
years if not before, will lose their most precious resource – 
LAND – either by loss of ownership, or of the freedom to 
decide how that land will be used. 

I plead for my family and friends who suffer so much 
spiritually because they live in a death-wish society. The 

Pentagon, and all it represents, is the outward manifestation 
of this society – a death-wish society that has been killing us 
spiritually as a people long before its nuclear bombs will kill 
us physically. 

And, finally, I plead for the poor of Iowa, knowing that 
the material and human resources wasted on ONE Trident 
submarine could do away with all the poverty and unem-
ployment in my home state. 

In truth, my plea is a plea for LIFE and my act of spilling 
blood (yes, your honor, it was blood) on the pillars of the 
Pentagon was a life-affirming act. BLOOD, the symbol of life 
and death, spilled on the pillars of the Temple of Death to 
beckon the deadened consciences of my fellow citizens and 
their established institutions to take back the control of all 
life from this Beast of Death. 

Surely no property is more valuable than life itself – and 
ALL life is at stake. Global life MUST be protected before 
the legitimacy of this unholy, illegitimate property called 
the Pentagon. All types of forums must be used to proclaim 
the Truth. As an individual citizen, I have used the action of 
spilling my blood as a forum to speak the Truth. 

The Court now has the obligation to speak the Truth, to 
recognize the Pentagon for what it is – illegitimate property 
which has no right to exist, since in its idolatry it threatens 
all life. If the Court were to speak out this morning on this 
Truth, all legitimate property laws would be obeyed and 
enforced as they have been in the past. And in this Court, at 
least, the inalienable right to life would be affirmed before 
the rights of illegitimate property. 

Meeting My 8th Grade Teacher on the Pentagon Steps 
Right Before “Blood Spilling”: My 1st Arrest, Aug. 9, 1977

By Frank Cordaro

(First published as “Notes from Jail … blood spilling at Penta-
gon Report,” Sept. 1977 via pacis)

As soon as I had replaced the person at the pillar, an hour 
before the action I started to stress out. I was carrying a baby 
bottle of my own blood in the front pocket of my bib over-
alls. I felt sure everyone could spot the bottle a mile away. I 
walked up the steps with a stiff right leg so it would not be so 
revealed. For the whole hour, I felt like everyone was looking 
at my right leg. Paranoid for sure!

However, from my pillar I did get a great overview. Most 
of the demonstrators were across the street in front of me. 
Among them was a monk from Japan who, with five others, 
had been fasting and keeping vigil for ten days in front of 
the Pentagon. He was beating out a “Peace Prayer” on an 
oriental drum. It was very soothing and prayerful. Whenever 
he stopped, I had the feeling the walls of the Pentagon were 
about to come down Jericho! 

Lee Miller was standing at the pillar to my right. Between 
us was a policeman in full gear – helmet, gun, radio, etc. Lee 
asked him about wearing all that heavy gear in such warm 
weather, and for a while we chatted about the warm weather. 

I was so nervous I did not realize it was hot! To my left 
was a group of plainclothes men. Every now and then one of 
them would stroll over for a “friendly” talk. Even the Head 
Man In Security dropped by – he did not even pretend to be 
friendly! 

All this time, I remember desperately trying to loosen the 
top of my bottle with my free hand. I was holding a sign with 
the other. It was on too tightly and every time I tried to open 
it a bit, one of the cops would come to talk. God! I was going 
up the wall – sure I’d NEVER get the baby bottle out of my 
pocket. Then fate took over. 

Coming out of the Pentagon was Mr. Amadeo, my eighth-
grade teacher and coach at St. Anthony’s. I couldn’t believe 
it. I yelled out, “Amadeo!” He turned and looked – his mouth 
wide open. “Frank Cordaro: eighth grade, St. Anthony’s, Des 
Moines,” I said. “Cordaro” he said. He couldn’t believe it. He 
came over and we talked for about five minutes. The edge 
was taken off! Even the guards got a kick out of two people 
from Des Moines meeting like this. Irony! Life is filled with 
irony – or is it something more?

Ironic that Mr. Amadeo quit teaching in a Catholic school 
because he couldn’t live on the salary. So he joined the Air 
Force to make enough money, and hopes to return to coach-
ing when he leaves the Pentagon. 

Ironic that my father was a coach at a Catholic school. 
Ironic that I love sports and had intended to be a coach.
Ironic that I was at the Pentagon about to spill blood on 

the pillars of the Pentagon, and there meet Coach Amadeo 
who now works in the Pentagon, wishing he was a coach. 

Coach Amadeo asked me three times in those five minutes 
if I knew what I was doing.

And I could answer positively: “Yes, very much.” 
Fate? Or God’s hand? All I know is after talking to Mr 

Amadeo, I felt like I had a conversation with my father ask-
ing from the grave, “Do you know what you are doing?” And 
I could say, ‘”Yes Dad I do!” 

Mr. Amadeo got into a car and drove away moments 

before the road was blocked and our blood spilling witness 
began.

The symbolic Rite of Exorcism was over. The road was 
blocked. The ashes were dumped. I dropped my sign, pulled 
the bottle out of my pocket and spilled the blood high on the 
pillar. An officer grabbed me, pushed me against the wall, 
hand-cuffed me, frisked me, and took me and my compan-
ion blood-spillers custody, holding us at the side of the main 
entrance between the wall and the pillars. 

The Police State took over the space. America’s Best in riot 
gear appeared – about fifty men – marching between us and 
the demonstrators. Police were all over the place, collecting 
ashes, baby bottles, and blood specimens for evidence.

My blood was on the pillar, on me, and on my arresting 
officer. I told him I was sorry it got on him. He said, “That’s 
OK, it will wash out.”

We began to chant over and over, “The Pentagon is a Tem-
ple of Death.” It was so VIVID – so REAL – so UN-REAL! 
The blood-spillers and the ash-dumpers were taken to where 
the road-blockers were waiting ... Pictures were taken of each 
one with the arresting officer. We were loaded into the school 
bus. The riot squad secured the steps of the Pentagon. Other 
policemen were already hosing down the pillars and the 
steps with water. We were driven away, still chanting, “The 
Pentagon is a Temple of Death.” Truly it was a well-organized 
demonstration. Thanks to good planning and training on 
BOTH SIDES, nobody lost their head. 

Frank Cordaro: Celebrating 40 Years of Resistance

Two photos of Frank’s April 1985 return to the Pentagon with students from St. Johns University, Collegeville MN, starting a tradition of sending students to Jonah House during Holy Week for retreat and witness in Washington 
DC.



By Hilary Burbank

After two and a half years of living at the Catholic Worker 
house, the Burbanks are saying goodbye. This is about the 
fifth goodbye for Colyn over the last nine years, so we are of 
course saying, never say never! Even though we will not be 
living at the Worker we still feel a true sense of family with 
the community members, guests and volunteers we have got-
ten to know over the years. 

This time around our connection with this space has 
deepened even further with the birth of our daughter at the 
Chelsea Manning House. On July 7, we had the incredible 
experience of welcoming little Nell Clover Burbank into the 
world. 

She was 7 pounds and 13 ounces and 20 1/4 inches long. 
We had a wonderful birth team supporting us at home with a 
midwife, nurse, doula, Hilary’s mother, previous CW volun-
teer Taylor taking pictures, and friends cooking food, mak-
ing coffee and creating a space of hospitality and welcome. 
Colyn even had the honor of “catching” Nell as she emerged 
earth-side. 

Every day gets sweeter and sweeter watching her grow 
and learn and witnessing her awe of the world. We have 

been so grateful to get to bring her into this space as her first 
understanding of the world, especially with our roommates 
Norman, Annie, Al and Eddie, and all the love they give her. 
As I, Hilary, have been home and not working, I have been 
soaking in more time with our housemates and see such a 
blessing in intergenerational living situations. It’s so good for 
everyone. 

So why are we leaving!? With the arrival of Nell we are also 
feeling the limitations of time and energy to give to our work 
here. We are making our move simply based on a need for 
our time to be focused on our new family, taking some rest 
and figuring out next steps. We still value communal living 
and the benefits especially of raising a child in a broader 
context. We will be sharing a home with another couple who 
are just about to have their first child in January, so it will be 
a baby-focused community!

 This community means so much. Being around people 
with such great convictions and awareness of the world and 
our responsibilities to justice and peace have taught us so 
much. We will very much miss having this place as our home 
base. Peace and love to you all!
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Report from Kurdistan
By Julie Brown

Khatun Ali lives in Shora, a small village in the Choman 
district of Iraqi Kurdistan. She is the head of a household in 
an area that Iranian military regularly targets in a cross-
border war between the Iranian state forces and the KDP-I or 
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran. Khatun is a widow with 
three other people living in her home, a daughter-in-law, two 
small children and herself. One of her sons is a Peshmerga 
who is often away.

“When my husband was alive, I lived like a princess 
honestly. I didn’t have a lot of responsibility. Now I have to 
look after a lot of trees, our herds and the children,” Khatun 
said as she pointed to the sheep grazing on the hill just be-
hind her home. She told members of Christian Peacemaker 
Teams (CPT) of how her home and crops were burned three 
separate times during the time of Saddam Hussein but she 
and her family managed to rebuild. “We were poor then but 
we had a good life. Things in the region have improved but 
here there are no salaries, food, or kerosene and now we are 
scared.”

On July 3, 2017 Iranian shells and large caliber bullets 
fired from within Iran and targeting KDP-I positions hit 

the village of Gwndazhor and the surrounding mountains 
around Shora. The attack wounded four people, destroyed 
two homes and killed several livestock. “Our villages are very 
close so the bombing in one area affects all the nearby vil-
lages,” Khatun explained to CPT.

Villagers of Iraqi Kurdistan have been affected by cross-
border wars for decades. These attacks have stirred little no-
tice from the international community however the human 
rights impact in the region has been huge. The shelling on 
July 3 started in the very early morning as people still slept 
in their homes. Khatun explained that at first she thought 
the loud sound was a landmine exploding. (This area is also 
riddled with unexploded landmines dating back to the 1980s, 
leftovers of the Iran/Iraq war.) Her son, a member of the 
Peshmerga military forces, awoke with the sounds and told 
his mother that it was shelling from Iran. “We were petrified. 
The children were shouting and we left the village.” Khatun 
recounted how they all piled into her son’s vehicle and fled 
the area along with the residents from all of the surrounding 
villages. “I was out of my soul,” she said, recalling the fear 
and chaos. During active bombings, displacement of villagers 
is very common. Whole areas flee to the larger towns where 
no structure for support exists.

The effects of these bombings are lasting in the region. 
People’s deaths or injuries, displacement of whole communi-
ties, damaged houses, lost livestock and burned crops are 
not the only effects. CPT has met numerous people with 
high levels of anxiety and trauma. The rate is especially high 
among the children. Khatun’s family is just one example. 
“Even when I sleep in the nights now I am petrified,” Khatun 
said. Khatun fears because she has no idea when Iran will 
shell her village again.

Iran and Turkey have been bombing the border regions 
of Iraqi Kurdistan for decades. The bombardments have not 
been an effective solution to these regional conflicts and are 
causing great human suffering among the populations inhab-
iting the areas. The international community should remain 
aware of the impact these attacks are having on the civilian 
population and urge all involved parties to seek a diplomatic 
solution.

Julie Brown is a member of Christian Peacemaker Teams’ 
Iraqi Kurdistan Project. She splits her time between Iraq and 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker as a member of DMCW’s 
Rachel Corrie Project.

New Beginnings, Hello & Farewell
Khatun Ali talking to CPTers at her home in Shora. Photo by Julie Brown.
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Eddie Bloomer and Nell Clover Burbank, getting acquainted. Kathy Kelly was featured speaker at the August 5th “Bishop Pates,Teach, Test & Grade the Des 
Moines Drone Command Center” vigil kickoff event at St. Ambrose Cathedral in Des Moines.

Congratulations to Nell Clover Burbank, born July 7, 2017 at the Des Moines Catholic Worker Chelsea Manning House! (Congratulations also to her parents, Colyn and Hilary Burbank.)
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Ray Blase in front of the large flatscreen TV he bought for the Dingman HouseTV room. Ray is our OLIH  Knights 
of Columbus go-to guy in Ankeny for things we need; plus, he and his KofC guys cook for us regularly and bring 
leftovers from parish gatherings. Thank you Ray and the Knights of Columbus!

1963 “Boy Jesus Club,”6th Grade, St. Anthony’s, Des Moines IA. Ray Blase, bottom row, second guy from 
the right. Frank Cordaro, back row holding picture of “Boy Jesus.” I credit Sr. Lamberteen with turning my 
life away from just being another “Italian Wiseguy” from the south side to taking the boy Jesus seriously. I’m 
sure Sr. Lamberteen is smiling from heaven on both of us Ray. 

June 2008, weekly vigil at the Iowa Air Guard Headquarters in Des Moines (with Norman Searah, Kirk Brown, Colyn Burbank, Halsey Reynolds, Patrick Bears, Connie Randa, and Gil Landolt).

Al Burney, Gil Landolt, Eddie Bloomer, and Frank Cordaro vigilling at St. Ambrose Cathedral in Des Moines, August 2017.
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By Bob Graf

I was reminded of this quote after the President of Iraq 
declared victory in Mosul, Iraq, a city reduced by American 
bombardment to rubble. However, this time the loss of life, 
people displaced, and the devastation was much worse than in 
Vietnam.

 One consistent fact in Vietnam and Iraq as well as in 
Afghanistan, Syria and elsewhere is the U.S. government’s 
participation in the killing. Now the weapons of war and 
military training are more effective in killing. In Vietnam there 
was major opposition to military killing. Now, in this time of 
“endless wars” there is acceptance by some. This acceptance to 
the military invading our lives, values and education system 
has allowed 24 major Catholic universities to contract with the 
Department of Defense to host military training that teaches 
young men and women war and killing.

 Seventeen of the Catholic Universities that host military on 
campus are Catholic Jesuit universities. Jesuit Universities, like 
Georgetown, that have a long history with the military. Howev-
er, after the Vietnam War, many Jesuit universities, like George-
town, Boston College, Loyola Chicago and New Orleans, under 
leadership of people like Fr. McSorley S.J., Dan Berrigan S.J., 
Phil Berrigan, Catholic Workers and students and faculty were 
able to eliminate accreditation and hosting military training 
on campus. But now these universities have reversed direction 

and resumed hosting military training on campus (see list of 
Catholic universities contracted to DoD attached).

 Catholic Worker communities, from Santa Clara on the west 
coast to Holy Cross on the east coast, are sending the message 
to Catholic Jesuit universities to be faithful to the Gospel and 
no longer host Departments of Military Science on campus. 
Now we are trying to coordinate Catholic Worker communities 
and peacemakers in all seventeen cities to stand together and 
tell the Jesuits to stop teaching war and killing. A series of local 
nonviolent actions are being planned for the fall culminating 
in coordinated actions on Nov. 16th, the feast day of the Jesuit 
martyrs in El Salvador who were killed by U.S.-trained military. 
To give our message to the Jesuits loud and clear we need 
Catholic Workers and peacemakers coming together in these 
seventeen cities. We also need ideas for creative nonviolent 
actions

 Attached is a list of the seventeen Jesuit Catholic universities 
and, for some, the name of one person who will help coordi-
nate the universities nonviolent actions. More are interested 
but we need you. You can contact one of the coordinators or 
write Janice or me if you are interested in organizing a joining 
a resistance group in your city. A number of Jesuit Universities 
need a coordinator and group. You can find more information 
at http://www.nonviolentworm.org/TeachWarNoMore/, but 
basically as Catholic Workers and peacemakers you know this 
is something we need to do.

If you are a member of a peace group or a church, we are 
seeking the support of your group for this effort. Gather 
and plan nonviolent actions that can be taken in the fall and 
together on Nov. 16th. St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of 
Society of Jesus, Jesuits, whose feast day is July 31th, was a 
soldier who renounced the weapons of war to follow the way 
of Jesus. Teaching war and killing is a disgrace to the Gospel, 
Jesuits, and Catholic values. We can, together, nonviolently and 
with love, stop it.

For more info on this national campaign, contact:
Bob Graf
bobsyouruncle@sbcglobal.net (414) 379-4162
The Des Moines Catholic Worker will be coordinating efforts 

at Creighton University. Please contact:
Frank Cordaro – frank.cordaro@gmail.com (515) 490-2490 

Mark Kenney – peacefulprisoner@gmail.com (402) 598-2403

Jesuit schools with ROTC programs:
University of San Francisco, Santa Clara University, George-

town University, Loyola University Maryland, Holy Cross 
(Worcester, MA), Boston College, Loyola University (Chicago, 
IL), Creighton University, Canisius College, Fordham Univer-
sity, John Carroll University, Xavier University, University of 
Scranton, Gonzaga University, Seattle University, Marquette 
University

Stop ROTC at Catholic Universities

The Catholic Worker Movement: an International Perspective
By Luis Antonio Serna and Paola Bretones

We are Paola and Luis, intern volunteers this July at the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker Community. We came with the 
clear perspective and purpose to learn and get ideas for start-
ing a community. We had taken some 
steps, but we were searching for more 
inspiration.

We are part of a national nonviolent 
campaign in Spain called noviolen-
cia2018 (http://noviolencia2018.es/). 
In our country, as in many others, 
nonviolence is not well-known, not 
more than an old and – with luck – 
interesting thing from Gandhi, or pas-
sivity, or simply negation of violence, 
or something that it isn’t. Our goal is, 
with others, to share this treasure and 
spread the seed of nonviolence in all 
the environments of our society we 
can, and connect it with our cultural 
roots. And we do this with the objec-
tive of organizing, when we finish this 
three-year period, a strong nonvio-
lent movement in Spain that could 
interact with other parts of society to 
build a necessary and urgent inter-
national nonviolent network against 
injustice, and promote love and peace. 
As Gandhi said: a superior form of 
culture. Superior to robbing, to killing, 
to manipulation, to plunder, to lying ... 
fighting with the power of justice, truth 
and love: this is – if we can define it – 
nonviolence.

Speaking more concretely about the 
Catholic Worker movement ... Dorothy 
Day is not famous in Spain; only a few 
Left catholic persons or very curious readers know about 
her (perhaps this year this changed a little bit, because of 
the Pope’s speaking about her). And Peter Maurin, less. And 
anarchists, nothing. This is not good. 

We had the opportunity to read a few things about her and 
Peter Maurin, and then travel to the Catholic Worker Farm 

in London. There, with refugee women, volunteers and the 
moral leadership of Scott Albrech, we fell in love, as a couple, 
of this way of life, supported by these pillars: hospitality 
(works of mercy), nonviolent struggle, anarchism, green 
revolution, spirituality. Not just in theory but in a practical 

way.
Last winter, we planned a trip to explore the roots of 

the movement, in the U.S.A., a country we didn’t expect 
we would ever visit. It wasn’t attractive to us two years ago 
almost in any sense. Finally, we stayed with four different 
communities with different ways of understanding the move-

ment, in a medium-size city (Des Moines), big city (Chicago, 
two communities) and in the middle of  Iowa’s corn and soy 
empire (a farm close to Ames). 

And in this process we decided to get married by Catholic 
rite; it was a decision that had been postponed a few times 

as we explored different perspectives. 
Thus, we didn’t plan it this way but 
our U.S. trip was our honeymoon! We 
are deeply happy and grateful for this 
opportunity.

We felt for a long time that the 
mixture of service (works of mercy) 
and resistance (nonviolent struggle for 
justice), in the correct measure, is the 
best key we have, the best well to drink 
from, during our time in this crazy 
world we live in. On the one hand, 
service, hospitality and fighting against 
the causes that generate injustice and 
poverty. Feeding the hungry, our sisters 
and brothers, sitting at the same table 
and listening to them. On the other 
hand (actually the same two hands!) 
saying NO clearly to unjust laws and 
systems in a nonviolent way; it is our 
duty. And this combination, of course, 
working with others with horizontal 
decision-making and without forget-
ting where we are – mother earth – and 
the consequences our lifestyles have on 
our environment, which is everyone’s. 
Green revolution! How hard is it to live 
like this? LET’S TRY IT!

We want commitment, yes. We knew 
some good examples of it in India, 
Mexico, Colombia, Egypt ... and have 
now seen some good examples in Des 
Moines. 

Thanks to all the persons living this summer in the four 
houses of the DMCW, and to the guests for sharing your 
lives, and to all the volunteers who come each week. And a 
big hug for all of you, more than 30 persons!

By Frank Cordaro

Sometimes a verse in the bible expresses exactly what we, as 
a community need the most. And Matthew 9:38 is the verse 
that best sums up our situation today. 

We are critically low on community members. These things 
happen at Catholic Worker communities, especially the big 
ones. Over the last 40 years, lean times come and go. God has 
always sent us the people we need to keep the place going. 

 This past year the DMCW has lost twice our annual average 
number of community members, and not enough new folks 
have filled their places. Among our loses, we are losing our 
newest member: newborn Nell, along with her mother and fa-
ther, Hilary and Colyn, are moving out of our community. Plus, 
our newest effort, the Bob Cook House, has disbanded and the 
1433 9th Street house is in CW limbo, awaiting a mission.

In our peacemaking efforts, the DMCW, with the Veterans 
for Peace, have taken the lead in our local “Shut Down the 
Iowa Guard Armed Drone Command Center” campaign. Plus, 
after my housemates and Berrigan CW House residents, Jess 
and Ruby’s July 24th public confession of their nonviolent, 
disruptive actions along the Dakota Access Pipeline, being their 
primary support community and home base, for whatever hap-
pens to them throughout the legal jeopardy they face, has 

become our #1resistance com-
munity priority. The August 
11th FBI raid on the Berrigan 
CW House helped make this 
abundantly clear.

 All this to say, we are 
stretched, it feels, beyond 
our limits and good bal-
ance sometimes. The work is 
necessary and important. We 
need help. Join us in asking 
the Master to send us more 
Catholic Workers. Pray for us, 
come volunteer, donate, join 
the community.

Community Update: ask the Master to send out more workers

Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs, Jessica Reznicek, Ruby Monroya, Paola Bretones & Luis Antonio Serna at Berrigan House.

Paul Esker, Eddie Bloomer, Jade Suganuma, Patrick Stall, Frank Cordaro, Jake Fee, Annie Patton, Charlie Faraday 
& Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs (with photo of Julie Brown).
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A Reflection on the DAPL 2
By David Eberhardt

David Eberhardt, a poet and activist from Baltimore, was 
incarcerated at Lewisburg Federal Prison in 1970 for 21 
months for pouring blood on draft files with Father Philip Ber-
rigan and two others, as part of the “Baltimore 4.”

The DAPL destruction differs only in amount of damage 
from such actions against property taken by anti-draft and 
Vietnam War activists in the 60s and 70s and Plowshares ac-
tions against nuclear weapons in the 70s and 80s.

As a member of the Baltimore 4 (we poured blood on draft 
files in 1967), I have thought long about the issues of “some 
property has no right to exist” (I am still unsure who came 
up with this saying although I believe it was Dan Berrigan) 
and the efficacy of violence and nonviolence.

At the time, we draft action actors argued we HAD to act, 
if only for our own consciences. But others 
might say that working within the structure – 
running Green Party candidates, for example 
– could be MORE effective.

To me, we get a little lost in the romanti-
cism of our tactics, and there is a danger of 
“holier than thou” or adopting martyrdom 
operations, on behalf of nonviolence, that 
may not budge the odometer of progress 
forward.

It’s the old question – what tactics to use, 
how to measure your effect? How to make 
the powers pay attention? Only time and 
history will tell. As Karl Marx said, “Men 
make history but they do not make it under 
circumstances of their own choosing.”

Protest is about philosophy and tactics. 
As Dorothy Day put it: “Our problems stem 
from our acceptance of this filthy, rotten 
system.”

I’m for nonviolent protests that put forth 
a variety of tactics. The system is capitalism 
and our tactics should reflect that fact: sup-
port far left groups, as well as saintly leaders. 
From my involvement in CORE and the civil 
rights movement onwards I have seen the 
value of grass roots organizing ... the value of 
calling out the two gorillas in the room – rac-
ism and capitalism.

One side of my thinking, the Christian 
pacifist side, does not reconcile with my 
Marxist revolutionary side.

Some on the Left seem to promote violence, while others 
talk of organizing to defend themselves. I cannot be a strict 
pacifist. I think of Bonhoeffer and Count von Stauffenberg, 
who were willing to use violence against the Nazis (as de-
picted in the movie Valkyrie).

Nonviolent remedies seem never exhausted, and while 
tried at first, seem quickly abandoned. But, like driving on 
a turnpike, things are, in the main, peaceful with drivers 
zooming close to each other at high speeds. It’s the accidents, 
i.e. the wars and violence (although they are not accidental) 
that are abhorrent and aberrant. BUT they get all the atten-
tion.

Always the warmongers say: “We want violence as a last 
resort,” while governments fund arms race after arms race. 

Military men who have been in battle are the first to say that 
they don’t like violence. Next, they say with no sense of con-
tradiction, “Thank you for your service, join the parade.”

Non-violence looks for the good in the enemy. It is the 
right, if not the male, response.

In her book Dorothy Day: the World Will Be Saved by 
Beauty, Dorothy’s granddaughter, Kate Hennessey, states 
Dorothy had opposed the Catonsville 9 action. She stood by 
the members of a similar action, the Milwaukee 14, when 
Dan Berrigan told her about them. People accused her then 
of inconsistency but Kate writes: “She always respected the 
people’s willingness to go to jail. ‘You cannot go to jail as a 
gesture, it is real suffering.’”

The book continues, “The draft board actions were pro-
voking a great deal of self reflection and soul searching. And 
she was full of doubt. “I understand the grief, the horror,” she 
said, “but I do not think them right.” She recalled the time 

when she was working on The Call and the offices were ran-
sacked by the police. In the fifties, Dave Dellinger, publisher 
of Liberation, had his printing press destroyed and the type 
scattered about in the forest.

Said Day, “Although it was only property that suffered 
destruction, we ourselves have suffered violence, vandal-
ism by hostile right wing groups, the beating of individuals, 
the destruction of mailing lists and records, the burning of 
houses and barns. So we read the golden rule, ‘Do unto oth-
ers what you would have them do unto you.’ If government 
and industry,” she went on, “will not hear the screams of 
children burned by napalm, do you think they will hear the 
destruction of files or the breaking up of office furniture?”

And yet they heard it enough to end the draft and institute 
an all-volunteer army.

What results will history record from the DAPL protest? 
Does it create a movement? Is it a powerful symbol of resis-
tance or does it dead-end?

One problem I see is that the line is repairable. To me, 
saving the world by nonviolence or beauty or such strong 
actions are noble goals. I admire Ms. Day’s philosophy in the 
main, but am aware of a less hopeful outlook, e.g.:

Everybody knows that the dice are loaded
Everybody rolls with their fingers crossed
Everybody knows the war is over
Everybody knows the good guys lost
Everybody knows the fight was fixed
The poor stay poor, the rich get rich
That’s how it goes
Everybody knows

(Leonard Cohen)

 At school, we studied logic, and as I ap-
plied it to the violence/nonviolence question, 
I reasoned: the true slogan “no justice, no 
peace” might be rephrased “no justice, no 
nonviolence.” Justice means redistribution of 
wealth, but the wealthy are not going to give 
it up without a fight. We realize that use of 
a sword cuts two ways, and taking a life has 
many unintended consequences and we prefer 
nonviolence, but without equality of wealth, 
eradication of poverty and promotion of a real 
education, justice will not take place; a fight is 
necessary.

Which returns me to the issue of the DAPL 
action. A pithy axiom intrigues me and I’d like 
to know who said this (it’s quoted as from the 
Dalai Lama although I doubt that he, a Bud-
dhist, would have said this): “If you are in a 
position to prevent greater violence – act first 
and act fast!”

This could apply to the use of a nonviolent 
action against a pipeline, and does not neces-
sarily mean action that harms a person. It 
means preventative action.

Since this society makes a god out of prop-
erty – the greater the damage, the greater the 
punishment may be for such an action if it 
involves expensive property – and the govern-
ment, or a corporation will never fail to hack 

up; the value to get more punishment. They do so in every 
case!

The pipeline action meets Dorothy Day’s discussion of 
suffering – in that the resulting jail time is painful, no matter 
what Phil Berrigan advised about the value of spending jail 
time (and such time is indeed valuable from many angles – 
identifying with the poor, organizing outcasts, etc.)

For these reasons, I salute the DAPL 2 and urge support 
for them – monetary and otherwise.

Such security firms as TigerSwan, like Blackwater in Iraq, 
are the spearhead of home grown fascism a la Trump – and 
any movement built to protest them is worth our support. 
Like the right-wing protesters in Charlottesville – they are 
the new Confederacy.

DMCW Takes Drone Campaign to St. Ambrose Cathedral
By Frank Cordaro

Discontinuing a 35-year tradition of vigiling and protest-
ing at Offutt Air Force Base and STRATCOM, recently the 
DMCW community decided to stay in Des Moines and do 
an August 5-9 vigil at St. Ambrose Cathedral in Des Moines.

We’ve been going to Offutt AFB to protest our country’s 
war-making from space for years. But these 
days we don’t have to go to Omaha to protest 
war-making from space; they are killing 
people from space at the Iowa National 
Guard Armed Drone Command on the south 
side of Des Moines! 

Instead, we used the Hiroshima and Naga-
saki Days of Remembrance to do a 24/7 vigil 
at St. Ambrose Cathedral to petition Bishop 
Pates to please “Teach, Test & Grade the Des 
Moines Drone Command Center.”

Permission was never granted by Bishop 
Pates to have the vigil at St. Ambrose. An 
understanding was made that we Catholic 
Workers and friends would stay on the public 
sidewalk and not disturb any of the St. Am-
brose events, and the Bishop would not ask 
the police to remove us.

Thanks to Fr. Mike Amadeo, Vicar General 
of the Diocese for negotiating our “sidewalk 
deal” and to Fr. John Bertogli, Rector of St 
Ambrose, who promised to make sure Bishop 
Pates got a copy of our leaflet, plus Fr. John 
listened to Kathy Kelly’s speech Saturday night, admittedly 
from a safe distance. I am sure Fr. John will share with 
Bishop Pates some of Kathy’s testimony and the sincerity of 
our vigil and request.

A big thank you to Kathy Kelly who spoke August 5th 
for our vigil kickoff event. Kathy gave us personal accounts 
of people she’s met who were victims of US bombings and 
drone killings in Iraq, Syria, Palestine/Gaza and Afghanistan. 
Since we knew we would likely be outdoors, we billed Kathy’s 

talk from the steps of St. Ambrose. As it was, she actually 
talked from the public sidewalk in front of the Cathedral to 
a crowd of 25. It was personal, it was gripping and moving, 
using the stories of real people and their tragedies to con

nect the dots and the work of the Des Moines Armed Drone 
Command to the end results of their armed drone mission.

And a big thank you to our Iowa City Vets for Peace 
friends, Ed Flaherty and John Jadreyev, for picking Kathy up 
in Minneapolis and taking her to Iowa City en route to her 

next speaking gig in Illinois the same night.
The rest of the vigil was not eventful, low-

key and hardly noticed. Never more than four 
or five people at any given time. Mostly two to 
three covering the night shifts.

It’s enough to know the Bishop got our 
message. The vigil had its own meaning and 
purpose for those who took part and for those 
we reached.

Where does our Drone Campaign go from 
here?

For now, our energies are stretched at the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker. We are very low 
on community members (good time to come 
check us out!) and we are gearing up to be 
support for Jessica and Ruby when the Feds 
move in and charge them for their July 24th 
confessed good deeds along the Dakota Access 
Pipeline.

For the time being, we will continue our 
weekly Saturday Witness (and direct actions 

when people are available):

Time: Every Saturday @ 4 p.m.
Place: 132nd Wing, Iowa Air National Guard Drone Com-

mand Center, 3100 McKinley Ave, Des Moines, IA

The Catonsville 9: the 1968 burning of draft board files by eight Catholic activist sthat started a direct action 
campaign that brought the US military draft system to a halt! (See the movie Hit & Stay.)

Group photo st St. Ambrose Cathedral before Kathy Kelly’s talk on August 5, 2017.



Come celebrate Occupy the World Food Prize’s “Free Speech” 
victory! ... at the door of the World Food Prize ceremony.
 
OWFP Rally and Direct Action @ World Food Prize cer-
emony

Thursday, Oct 19, 2017 @ 6 p.m.
NEW LOCATION: NW entrance of State Capitol!     

Thanks to attorneys Wylie Stecklow of NYC and Glen 
Downey of Des Moines, who wrote and filed our free speech 
federal case against the WFP & State of IA. As part of a 
settlement the WFP and the State of IA have agreed to give 
us a “free speech” space, just outside the NW entrance of the 
Capitol, in plain view of all entering the building.
 
We were not surprised to learn that the World Food Prize 
has chosen a banker as this year’s recipient. Akinwumi A. 
Adesina, the president of the African Development Bank 
and this year’s WFP winner, fully supports corporate control 
of the world food system and profit-seeking as the essential 
organizing principle of global society. In his own words: 
“Agriculture is not a way of life. It’s not a social sector. It’s a 
business.”

Housing available at the DMCW.
For more info contact OWFP working committee:

Sharon Donovan  sjbd14@gmail.com  515.987.5443
Tom Mathews  Thmathews@aol.com  515.979.9318
Frank Cordaro  frank.cordaro@gmail.com  515.490.2490
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Hey World Food Prize! The last thing Africa needs is industrial farming! 
By Sharon Donovan

On June 27th at the offices of the USDA in Washington, 
the World Food Prize (WFP) announced their 2017 prize 
winner. He is Akinwumi Adesina from Nigeria. Dr. Adesina 
is director of the African Development Bank and holds a 
PhD from Purdue University with ten years of post-doctoral 
work at the Rockefeller Foundation.

It is right that the WFP awards African leaders. Africa is 
the last continent to receive serious attention from western 
developed countries, and its farmers there lack education 
and materials needed to produce their best crops. Done in 
the name of humanity, the prize winners could be a good 
choice, but this writer has concerns.

The award itself is no surprise. Dr. Adesina supports Big 
Ag and industrial farming methods. This is the mantra 
of the WFP, and Dr. Adesina agrees, pointing out that he 
hopes to “help farmers rise to the top of the value chain by 
industrializing agriculture.” Sadly, the process is already in 
the works through the Alliance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa (AGRA) funded by Bill Gates (a major investor in 
Monsanto), the Rockefeller Foundation, and USAID, all of 
which promote GMO seeds. They all know that once African 

nations become dependent on GMOs, America will own 
them. And without seeds they will starve.

The last thing Africa needs is industrial farming! Millions 
of farmers will loose their small plots to large scale develop-
ment instead of support delivered through education and 
fertilizers using ecological farming methods. Gone will 
be Africa’s rich seed diversity, so necessary in this time of 
climate change. There will no longer be seed exchanges, an 
African practice thousands of years old. Traditional home 
gardens, which can better contribute to healthy and diverse 
diets and empower people, with shrink or disappear – as will 
land ownership.

That Adesina is coming to Iowa is itself ironic. Thanks to 
9000 CAFOs and Iowa’s industrial farming, we can claim 
the most polluted water in the U.S. Much of our soil is dead, 
lacking important  nutrients, while at the same time carci-
nogenic chemicals fill our rivers and the air we breath. As a 
country we are now the sickest  among all western nations, 
even ranking below Cuba and Greece for health.

According to a new report from the African Centre for 
Biodiversity – a nonprofit group working to protect the con-
tinent’s biodiversity – Monsanto, Dupont, and Pioneer have 
already begun introducing GMO technology under the guise 

of philanthropy by donating patented GMO seeds to African 
countries.

In addition, R&D with local crops has begun to modify 
ancient staples such as cassava, sorghum, banana and rice, 
with patents to follow. Eventually, Africa’s small farmers will 
be expected to purchase these altered seeds – plus their affili-
ated toxic chemicals – with false promises of bumper crops. 
One wonders if a similar situation will occur in Africa, as it 
has in India, where the tragic suicides of over 300,000 poor 
farmers occurred because their failed GMO crops inevitably 
sunk them into endless debt.

Is this how America alleviates world hunger – our com-
panies, under the veil of technology, monetary gifts and 
public funding show up in the African marketplace and at 
government meetings to sell a fraudulent method of farming 
that will deny the poor their land, their pride, and eventually 
their independence?

If strongmen like Dr. Adesina and Big Ag are the victors, 
Africa will have begun down the road of no return, loosing 
its irreplaceable gift to the world, their native seeds.  Tragi-
cally, the WFP is leading this grim parade.

2017 Occupy the World Food Prize: Save the Date!

Celebrating 30 Years of Resistance at Anathoth Farm
By Barb Kass & Mike Miles

Thirty years ago, Barb and I sent out a letter to several 
hundred people asking them to send us donations so we 
could buy 57 acres of land. We told them we were going to 
build a farm that was based on the principles of nonviolence, 
community, and sustainable living. Within six weeks we had 
raised $20,000, enough to purchase the land ($12,000), and a 
gift of a 100 year old log house. And so was the beginning of 
Anathoth Community Farm.

When the truck arrived with the logs from an old Finnish 
farmstead, people thought it was our firewood. On Labor 
Day 1987, four months after we started building, our family 
of five moved into the house. We had one electric outlet in 
the basement, no water, no chimney, a makeshift outhouse, 
and more gratitude and enthusiasm than we could ever 
imagine. With nothing more than hope and a dream, and 
a lot of help from our friends, our rural homestead had 
become a reality.

The next 20 years became a blur of activity as we contin-
ued to build the farm, raise a family, tend a garden, earn 
a living and engage with what we saw to be the issues of 
the day personally and often at the cost of freedom. Barb’s 
commitment to the local community through her work with 
women and children at the Community Referral Agency, 
connecting families and volunteers through Kinship and 
sharing her wealth of knowledge and skills at Luck Com-
munity Ed, provided income for the family. She built lifelong 
relationships that assured others we were not a bunch of 
crazies. Mike’s skill set allowed him creative engagement in 
local and international activism and the flexibility to come 
and go as was needed.

Our choice of tactics was inspired by a host of characters 
whose lives were governed by love, justice, and the pursuit 
of the common good. Jesus, Dorothy Day, Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King Jr., Kathy Kelly, Barbara Lubin, Phil Berrigan 
and Liz McAlister were among those we admired for putting 
the wellbeing of others ahead of their own interests. Lov-
ing God above all else and our enemies as ourselves became 
the standard of our conduct and means to winning people 
over instead of defeating them. Sometimes we did it well 
and other times we failed miserably but we continue to find 
this to be the most truthful way to transform ourselves and 
society.

The list of campaigns we engaged in over the years was 
varied and the outcomes mixed:

Project ELF closed in 2004 with the Navy citing all the 
reasons opponents had pointed out over the years.

The Ground Wave Emergency Network was shut down 
completely in 1994 after protests stopped the expansion ef-
forts.

Violence over spearfishing stopped after two years of silent 
monitoring of protests at the boat landings.

Taking medicine to children in Iraq to end the sanctions 
and protests against war weren’t enough to stop the US inva-
sion and continued occupation, but it raised a lot of ques-
tions about the wisdom of our actions in the Middle East.

The International Campaign to Ban Landmines resulted in 
a Nobel Peace Prize and the Ottawa Treaty, which now has 
161 countries signed on to ban anti-personnel weapons.

Ten years of touring the US with the peace bus with eye-
witnesses to events on the ground in Israel/Palestine and Iraq 
was a notable educational effort.

Mike’s run for congress in 2004 and 2006 with the Green 
Party was another good attempt to bring up issues that nei-
ther of the major parties were talking about.

The last ten years have been dedicated to regenerative 
agriculture. Agro-ecological techniques to build soil, increase 
nutrient density of both plants and animals, and put carbon 
from the atmosphere back into the ground where it belongs, 
are the future of farming. Last year the Universities of Min-
nesota and Wisconsin did a joint workshop at our farm be-
cause it was the best site they could find in the region where 
these practices are being used. Last week, I went to a field day 
at a farm by Balsam Lake where the presenter from NRCS 
compared using tillage to “driving a D-9 bulldozer through 
your house.” Such dramatic imagery demands that farming 
has to make drastic changes as rapidly as possible if we are 
to stop depleting the most important resources we have. An 
old Irish saying goes, “live like you’ll die tomorrow, farm like 

you’ll live forever.” Future generations are counting on farm-
ers to make the right choices right now.

What are the lessons we’ve learned from 30 years of our 
nonconforming lifestyle? One is to try to be available for 
whatever comes along. Be self-employed, avoid debt, and be 
open to the adventures and opportunities life brings you. An-
other is to deny fear any foothold in our lives. Our favorite 
preacher, Linda Rozumalski at West Denmark, summed it 
up in a sermon reminding us that “fear seeks refuge in safety 
not truth.” There are those who are convinced that bigger 
weapons, higher fences, unfettered surveillance and fearsome 
warriors are the answer to uncertain social conditions. We 
have found the Sermon on the Mount to contain all the truth 
we need to know, “Love your enemies, do good to those who 
would harm you.”

Our hope is not based on wishful thinking for happy 
tomorrows. Hope is observing what is broken in the world, 
rolling up your sleeves, and jumping in to do the work that 
needs to be done. 30 years of jumping in has proven to us, “if 
love is not the answer then we just asked the wrong ques-
tion.” Here’s to 30 more.

Barb Kass and Mike Miles on their wedding day.
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RESIST ENBRIDGE ENERGY PIPELINE LINE 3 CON-
STRUCTION THROUGH NORTHERN MINNESOTA

The Midwest Catholic Worker communities, under the leader-
ship of the Water Protectors at Makwa (Bear) Initiative-Line 3 
Frontline Resistance community are invited to participate in 
direct action and nonviolent resistance to stop the construction 
of the line 3 oil pipeline.

When: We are looking at beginning Friday April 6 through 
Monday April 9, 2018.

Where: Duluth MN. Logistics for housing for the weekend are 
still being worked out.

Why: This pipeline has been long in the making and has been 
effectively stopped a couple of times. Once in 2015 and then 

again in 2016 when it was called the Sandpiper. In 2016, En-
bridge bought 28% of the Dakota Access Pipeline and received 
permission from Canada’s National Energy Board to approve 
Line 3 which goes through WI and MN.

WI gave permission to put in the pipeline which runs 
through part of the Chequamagon National Forest but the line 
is currently held up at the MN border. After much protest, and 
intervention by the Fon-du-Lac Band Ojibwe, they have forced 
Embridge to submit to public hearings, and environmental im-
pact review, route permits and a certificate of need. The Dept. 
of Commerce recently stated that there is no need for the new 
line 3, nor is there need to repair the old segment of line. In 
other words, we don’t need or want this dirty oil. However, En-
bridge has rejected the Dept. of Commerce’s recommendation 
and is continuing ahead with public hearings and pursuance of 
permits. The pipes are stacked up on the MN side waiting to be 
placed under wild rice lakes , through sovereign territory of the 

Fon-du-Lac band, and pristine waters of the Great Lakes ... OR 
NOT!

Meanwhile, numerous communities have sprung up under 
the leadership of the Anishiinabe people. Makwa Initiative is 
the front line resistance community and it is with them that we 
will work to continue the resistance.

Decisions from the Public Utilities Commission and permits 
from the US Army Corps of Engineers will be made sometime 
in April so an early April witness will be important.

Details will be forthcoming so watch the emails.

If you need more information, you can call us at the Hildegard 
House Catholic Worker, 218 722-2231 or email us at hildegard-
houseduluthcw@gmail.com.

Peace, Michele and Greg Obed

April 6-9 2018 Faith & Resistance Retreat

By Frank Cordaro 

This year’s annual Sugar Creek gathering was smaller in 
numbers than previous years, less than 70, with people repre-
senting seven states, 23 cities, and 20 communities: IA – Mus-
tard Seed Farm, Ames, Des Moines Catholic Worker, Strangers 
and Guests CW Farm, Maloy / IL – St. Jude CW, Champaign, 
Emmaus CW and Su Casa CW, Chicago / IN – Christian Radi-
cal Catholic Worker, Bloomington, St. Peter Clavier CW, South 
Bend, Lafayette CW / MN – Hildegard CW, Duluth, CW Farm, 
Lake City, Mennonite CW and the Rye House CW, Minneapo-
lis, Winona CW / MO – St. Francis CW, Columbia, White Rose 
CW Farm, La Plata / OH – Cleveland CW / WI – St. Isidore 
CW Farm, Cuba City, Anathoth CW Farm, Luck, Casa Maria 
CW, Milwaukee.

 Cities also represented: Washington DC, Dubuque and Iowa 
City IA, Madison WI, Rock Island and Peoria IL.

 Food! This year’s meals were especially good, plentiful, and 
healthy. Special thanks to the Anathoth CW Farm and the 
Columbia MO CW for the “over the top” Saturday meals.

 Football Mary was won by Mike Miles and Shay from the 
Anathoth CW Farm in Luck WI. They got the whole crowd to 
join them in the refrain “We may not have it all together, but 
together we may have it all.”

 Mary Farrell was on hand to take a group photo. And Mauro 
Heck was on hand to take over 300 photos and numerous video 
clips of the weekend. We will be posting them to our Google 
National Catholic Worker list. If you would like to be added to 
this list, just email Frank and he will add you.

 The Faith and Resistance Retreat Committee Report: 
 It was noted that the last three years our F&R Retreats have 

focused on urban centers, around the issue of racism. Special 
mention for the St. Louis CWers who could not be with us at 
Sugar Creek because they were dealing with the immediate 
aftermath of the Stockley Verdict. Their situation weighted 

heavy on our hearts and minds throughout the weekend, held 
in prayer often.

 The 2018 Spring F&R Retreat will center around the Line 3 
pipeline near Duluth (see announcement below).

2017 Sugar Creek Report

Our 40 years of service and resistance at the Des Moines Catholic Worker would not have 
been possible without the generosity of a broad network of supporters who have contributed la-
bor, money, food, clothing and other material support towards the operation of Dingman House 
and the wellbeing of our many guests. We could not do this work without you.

To express our thanks, we will be hosting a party at the DMCW at the end of 2017, date TBD. 
Watch this space for details, email us at dmcatholicworker@gmail.com or call Aaron Jorgensen-
Briggs at 347.204.3411.

DMCW Volunteer & 
Donor Appreciation 
Party!

Registration Open for Chili Cook-off at Catholic Worker House!

Does your chili have game?  Enter a bowl in the first ever Catholic Worker House Chili Cook-
off!  The guests at the Catholic Worker House will decide your fate.  

When:  November 4th, 12PM
Where:  Catholic Worker House, 1310 7th Street

To enter, send your name and a brief description of your chili’s special qualities (used for display 
cards) to michaelbterry@gmail.com.  Entrants in the cook-off should submit at least 4 quarts of 
their finest chili by 10:45 AM at the address above.  Chili will be served at noon when the judg-
ing begins.  Judging will take place from noon until 2PM by the guests at the CWH. Winners 
will be announced at 2PM.  If you don’t wish to enter the contest, but would like to contribute to 
the event, you may consider providing cornbread, green-been casserole, or fresh fruit.  Entrants 
are encourage to stay and serve their chili. Event organised by JustFaith Graduate Engagement 
Committee (Center for Social Ministry)

Save the Date: Nov. 4th 
Chili Cook-off!

Photo by Mary Farrell.
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